Assessment of medical technology and the challenge for health reform in Africa.
Introduces an African perspective to existing research and scholarship on the relationship between western medical technology and health care planning in Africa. Examining the broader issues of development and underdevelopment, contends that the present health care system, fashioned after western medical systems (focusing on hospital and curative care), has failed to make significant impact by reducing mortality rates in Africa. Describes the already precarious health conditions in Africa and argues that, while Africa can benefit from the application of western medical technology, the irrelevance of current strategies to people's needs and the widespread abuse of medical resources have rendered western technology ineffective in Africa. Concludes by calling for the creation of a council of technological assessment in Africa to review requirements and recommend to African governments appropriate and efficient medical technologies to meet the health needs of Africans.